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CURATORIAL STATEMENT

My first introduction to the traditional paubha artists of Bhaktapur was in
the 1990s at a show organized by the Traditional Artist’s Society. It was here that I
saw the works of Purna Hyoju titled “Tula Rani’. I was awed by the mastery of this
beautiful work and invited him to show his work at the Siddhartha Art Gallery at
a later date. Gradually, I was introduced to the works of Surya Bahadur Chitrakar
as well as the incredible line works of the late Gyankar Bajracharya and a host of
traditional artists from Bhaktapur. This is how the idea of organizing an exhibition
of traditional paubha artists at the Siddhartha Art Gallery was born.

Sundar Sinkhwal belongs to the group Khwopa Paubha Chowmi Puchha,
Bhaktapur, which has 29 members: Purna Hyoju, Ratna Gopal Sinkhwal,
Hari Prasad Baidhya, Bala Ram Nhisutu, Krishna Ram Ghemosu, Rabindra
Munankarmi, Puran Hyoju, Mahendra Sinkhwal, Devendra Sinkhwal,
Indra Sinkhwal, Sashi Dhar Sainju, Rajani Sinkhwal, Rojina Sinkhwal, Ram Hari
Sinkhwal, Chandra Krishna Kiju, Shyam Sundar Khyaju, Sundar Shrestha, Muna
Gwachha, Roshan Khyaju, Rajan Sangachhen, Shiva Prasad Kiju, Subendra
Lohala, Ajay Karmacharya, Dinesh Sinkhwal, Mrigendra Karmacharya, Manoj
Sinkhwal, and Anu Bohaju.

On April 19, 2023 the Siddhartha Art gallery organized an exhibition “From
Bhaktapur to Kantipur” to pay homage to the artists of Bhaktapur. Before that,
only some members of this group had shown their works in exhibitions in
Kathmandu. The exhibition marked the first time that all 29 members of the
Khwopa Paubha group exhibited their works together in Kathmandu. The
collection of paintings from the group had been a long process and five years
in the making, and we were very honored to be hosting this exhibition with the
traditional artists of Bhaktapur.

The paintings by the Sinkhwal family stood out in this show and I invited
Sundar ji and his daughter Rajani Sinkhwal to exhibit their works at the Gallery.
The works by Sundar Sinkhwal in this solo exhibition span a period of six years
and are represented by 27 exquisite paintings. Though most of Sinkhwal’s works
are gouache on cotton canvas, a few canvases represent contemporary portrayals
of deities in acrylic which are very much in demand in the local art market. His
paubha paintings on the otherhand maintain the prescribed iconometry of the
deities. However, the hallmark of his works is manifested in his experimentation
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with a palette of subdued greys and blues and earthy brown tones, the serenity
of the deities” visage, his handling of the nature elements in the background-the
clouds, the frothing primaeval ocean, the budding and luscious flowers that seem
to bloom in the light of the full moon. It is therefore befitting that this exhibition
coincides with the auspicious time of our religious festivals — Dusshera, Laxmi Puja
and Mha Puja where many of the dieties that are portrayed in Sinkhwal’s paintings
are invoked. Siddhartha Art Gallery takes pride in showcasing the exhibition of
master artist Sundar Sinkhwal from Bhaktapur.

Sangeeta Thapa
Founder Director Siddhartha Art Gallery | Siddhartha Arts Foundation

Founder Chair Kathmandu Triennale
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ARTIST'S STATEMENT
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21 Tara
Gouache on cotton canvas
100 X 74 cm
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Sudarshan Lokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
92 X 63 cm
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Chakrasamvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
85 X 63 cm
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51 X 38 cm

Sadhana
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Guhyeshwari
Goauche on cotton canvas
44 X 31 cm
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Simhanada Lokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
66 X 48 cm
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Manjushree
Gouache on cotton canvas
71 X 50 cm
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Rakta Aryavalokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
62 X 48 cm
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Hari Vahana Lokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
70X 50 cm
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Harihara Lokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
65X 49 cm

17 | Solo Exhibition-2024 Sadhana




Sadhana

' ‘R
ey

"15.////11\\‘)
- =3 > 5

T g ey

Arya Tara
Gouache on cotton canvas
50 X 38 cm
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Arya Tara
Gouache on cotton canvas
48 X 35¢cm
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Vishnu
Gouache on cotton canvas
36 X 26 cm
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Bhadrakali
Gouache on cotton canvas
46 X 33 cm
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Harihar

Gouache on cotton canvas
39 X 28 cm
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Avalokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
31 X20cm
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Kubera
Gouache on cotton canvas
42 X 32 cm
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Yamari
Gouache on cotton canvas
37 X 27 cm
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Sadaksari Lokeshvara
Gouache on cotton canvas
46X 33 cm
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Padmapani Lokeshvara
Gouache on Silk
38X 28 cm
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Manjushree
Gouache on cotton canvas
38 X 28 cm
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Avalokiteshvara
Acrylic on canvas
52 X 37 cm
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Vasundhara
Acrylic on canvas
52 X 37 cm
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Vajrasattva
Acrylic on canvas
73 X 55 cm
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Cho: tha Ganesha
Acrylic on canvas
56 X 43 cm
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Arya Tara
Oil on canvas
85 X 62 cm
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Lakshmi

Oil on canvas
90 X 67 cm
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Certificate of Appreciation for his contribution for Kala Yatra

Solo Exhibition-2024

Participation in Jewels of Nepal Group Exhibition

Sadhana



Kala Yatra Exhibition held by NAFA at different Provinces
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Sundar Sinkhwal

Sundar Sinkhwal, born in 1968 in Gahiti-04, Bhaktapur is the Secretary of Khwopa
Paubha Chwomi Puchha and assembly member of Nepal Academy of Fine Arts, NAFA,
2021. Sinkhwal is a paubha artist since 1986, and has taken part in many National and In-
ternational Exhibition, such as Fukuoka Asian Art Museum: Japan in 2011, Inter-linkage
between Art & Environment: Nepal Art Council in 2014, 18th SAARC Summit, an Exhibition of
Paubha Scroll Painting in 2014, Spandan International Art & Craft Festival: India in 2015,
Aryan Thangka Exhibition: China in 2016 and SAARC Artist Camp & Exhibition Of Paintings:
Maldives in 2019.

Sinkhwal is decorated with 1st place in 33rd and 2nd place in 36th National Art &
Craft Exhibition. In early days of his profession Sinkhwal was awarded three times with
consolation prizes in 27th, 28th, 29th National Art & Craft Exhibition. In the year 2015 he was
awarded with Best Painting in SPANDAN Art & Craft Exhibition, India.

Sinkhwal was one of the five artists to represent Nepal in 9th SAARC Artist Camp &
Exhibition of Paintings, Maldives in 2019. Sinkhwal has been a member of selection and
organizing committee for National Exhibition of Fine Arts for the year 2019 and a member
of Art Collection sub-committee for National Exhibition of Fine Arts, NAFA- 2020. Sinkhwal
was also one of the frainers in 5 days Thanka/Paubha Training Program organized by NAFA
in 2019. He also participated in the workshop organized by NAFA in Charikot in the year
2019.

Sinkhwal is the Jt. Secretary for Nepal traditional Painting Council. He has also
painted fresco painting at Tara Foundation, Lumbini. Sinkhwal’s paintings are displayed
around the world in countries like China, Japan, United Kingdom, U.S.A, France, Thailand
and Belgium. His works are also in display in different Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Japan and
Museum of Nepali Arts. His paintings can also be found in various private collections.

Name: Sundar Sinkhwal

Address: Nayabazar, Kathmandu
Mobile No.: +977 9841916766
Gmail: artistsundar@gmail.com




Liddhartha

} Fom| ART GALLERY




	thanka 20810621 final
	cover final

